NCRBC Adult Bible Class 9
Title: Your Saving Response 1 
Purpose: To instruct hearers of the saving response to Jesus Christ. 

Introduction

In our previous studies, we have already considered that Christ alone is your hope and that He is all that you need.

But the question is – how can you have a saving relationship with Jesus? How can Christ become your Savior? 

Some say, baptism. Some say, join the right church. Some say, just say the sinner’s prayer.

But when we turn to the gospel, what do we find? Let us look at two summarizing statements given in the bible. 

Mk 1:14-15  (READ) => Summary statement of Jesus’ preaching ministry of the gospel. The Lord preached that the kingdom of God is at hand. Now that the Messiah has come, then God’s reign of mercy and grace has already come. And what is the saving response to that message? Repent and believe in the gospel. 

Acts 20:18-21 (READ) => Paul’s gospel ministry in Ephesus is summarized here in terms of the saving response to the gospel; repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus.
So clear from these two summarizing statements is => that the saving response to the gospel has two faces => one having to do with our sin against God (repentance) and the other with the offer of mercy in Jesus (faith). 

Now these two are like the Siamese twins - they are distinct but inseparable. Repentance is not faith; nor is faith repentance; and yet, one cannot exist without the other. There can be no true repentance unless there is true faith; nor can there be true faith without true repentance.

But what exactly is repentance? And what exactly is faith? If this is the saving response to the gospel, and if this is what we must urge people to do, what exactly are they? What does it mean to repent? And what does it mean to believe?


Well today, we will just look at the first, repentance.

I. 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO REPENT?

There are different ways to address this question. However, the way I want to approach the subject is by looking at the case of Judas.

And why Judas? Because Judas had almost all that the bible says about the nature of repentance, and yet, he did not have what is really at the heart of repentance. 

What did Jesus say about Judas? Mk 14:21(READ) => Although the betrayal of Jesus has been predestined by God to occur and yet the man who will betray him is fully responsible for what he will do. And, therefore, Jesus describes Judas’ condition as woeful (frightening, dreadful, miserable) - “it would have been good (or better) for him if he had not been born.”

But when you look at the case of Judas, he had almost all that the bible says about the nature of repentance, and yet he did not have what is really at the heart of repentance.

READ Mt 27:3-5. Notice here what Judas did.



1.   1st, we are told that he “felt remorse” for the wrong that he did - Mt 27:3 (READ).

‘felt remorse’ is one of the words used in the bible for repentance; it is not the only word, nor is it the most common one, but it one of the words. And the word could be translated “to regret” or “to feel sorry”. And this is how Judas felt for the wrong that he did.

When he saw that Jesus was condemned to die, his conscience must have screamed at him. He knew Jesus was innocent. He knew Jesus was not guilty of the crime for which He was condemned. So he regretted what he did and felt sorry for doing it. And this feeling of sorrow and remorse must have been very intense; for later he hanged himself.

Now anyone who is genuinely repentant will have this element of sorrow and remorse for the sins committed. Without this element of sorrow, there can be no real repentance. 2Cor 7:9-10 (READ) Repentance includes this element of sorrow for the sins committed.

However, just like Judas, there can be this element of sorrow for the sins committed and yet not have what is really at the heart of repentance.



2. 
2ndly, we are told that Judas acknowledged the sin he has committed without making excuses, and this he did not just privately, but publicly. Mt 27:4 (READ).

There is no indication that Judas tried to excuse himself. He took responsibility. He blamed himself, and not others. Not blamed it on Jesus, or the other apostles, or Satan, or the circumstances. And this he did not just privately but publicly.

Anyone who genuinely repents will do as Judas did. He will not try to shift the blame away from himself as Adam did. He will acknowledge his sin/sins and take full responsibility of it.

However, it is possible to do what Judas did here and yet still not have what is at the heart of genuine repentance.

3   3rdly, we are told that Judas turned away from the wrong that he did and even tried to make restitution. Mt 27:3-5a (READ).

It is clear from the Scripture that one particular problem Judas had was covetousness. In John 12:4-6, we are told that Judas “was a thief” and that “ he used to pilfer what was put into it (the money box).” Therefore, it is almost absolutely certain, that the reason why he betrayed Jesus had to do something with his love of money.

But here, in Matt. 27, we are told that Judas tried to return the price-money he got for betraying Jesus. And he was really determined to return it, that when the chief priests and elders refused to accept it, he threw it away into the temple sanctuary.

Now anyone who is genuinely repentant will do as Judas did. He will forsake the wrong he has committed and even try to make restitution. If he has stolen something, he will try to give it back. If he tells a blatant lie, he will take it back. If he has said an angry and belittling word against someone, he will ask for forgiveness. This is what the Script calls as “deeds appropriate to repentance” (Acts 26:20).

However, it is possible to turn away from a particular sin and yet still not have what is at the heart of genuine repentant. And this is not only illustrated in the case of Judas but this is explicitly brought out in 2Cor. 12:21(READ) => The Greek tenses used here clearly indicate that the sins Paul have in mind here are sins which are no longer being practiced. And yet, Paul still fears the real possibility that these people have not really genuinely repented of those sins which they have practiced in the past. Therefore, it is possible for a person to stop doing the wrong that he once did and yet still not be genuinely repentant. 

i.e. It is possible for a person to stop cheating his wife and yet still not be genuinely repentant of that sin; or stop his drunkenness and yet still not be genuinely repentant of that sin.

One final thing Judas did, and it is this that shows that he did not really have what is at the heart of repentance, is that he hanged himself. Mt 27:5 (READ).

At the surface, Judas had all what you might expect of a truly repentant person. However, the fact that he hanged himself clearly indicates that he did not really have what is at the heart of repentance.

For what is at the very heart of repentance? Is 55:6-7 (READ)=> To repent is essentially to forsake our own way and our own thoughts and to submit to God’s way and God’s will. To repent is to be able to say sincerely in the heart: “Lord, for now on, it will no longer be my will and my way, but your will and your way be done.”

Now this is what Judas did not have. He had all that you would expect from a genuinely repentant person, but he did not have what is at the heart of repentance. To the very end, he continued to rebel against God. To do what he wanted to do and that’s why he hanged himself!

So by way summary: repentance includes 1) sorrow for sin, 2) acknowledging and taking responsibility of one’s sin, 3) turning away from particular sins and the willingness even to make restitution. But what is at the very heart of repentance is ending our rebellion against God - forsaking our own way and submitting to God’s way and will. 

Now this is one face of the saving response to the gospel. And this is what you must exhort people to do. For without this repentance, there can be no salvation. Lk 13:3,5 (READ).

Conclusion

Next week, we will consider the 2nd phase of the saving response. But without repentance, there can be no saving  relationship with Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why do “good people” still deserve hell and judgment? 

What do you think of Frank Sinatra’s song “I did it my way”? 

